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MARRIAGE ACT 25 OF 1961 

 

(Gazette No. 6670, Notice No. 613 dated 21 April 1961. Commencement date: 1 January 1962 [Proc. No. 

180, Gazette No. 145]   

 

REGULATIONS IN TERMS OF THE MARRIAGE ACT, 1961 (ACT 25 OF 1961) 

 

Government Notice R2207 in Government Gazette 10500, dated 24 October 1986. Commencement date: 

 24 October 1986  

 

As amended by: 

 

First Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R883 in 

Government Gazette 14813. Commencement date: 21 May 1993 

 

Second Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R1577 in 

Government Gazette 15084. Commencement date: 27 August 1993 

 

Third Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R726 in 

Government Gazette 16418. Commencement date: 19 May 1995 

 

Fourth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R462 in 

Government Gazette 17049. Commencement date: 1 April 1996 

 

Fifth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R488 in 

Government Gazette 18817. Commencement date: 9 April 1998 

 

Sixth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R249 in 

Government Gazette 20988. Commencement date: 1 April 2000 

 

Seventh Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R410 in 

Government Gazette 23291. Commencement date: 1 April 2002 

 

Eighth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R477 in 

Government Gazette 24680. Commencement date: 1 April 2003 

 

Ninth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R431 in 

Government Gazette 26210. Commencement date: 1 April 2004 
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Tenth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R320 in 

Government Gazette 27450. Commencement date: 1 April 2005 

 

Eleventh Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R476 in 

Government Gazette 28857. Commencement date: 19 May 2006 

 

Twelfth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R66 in 

Government Gazette 30702. Commencement date: 1 February 2008 

 

Thirteenth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R2 in 

Government Gazette 31750. Commencement date: 2 February 2009 

 

Twelfth Amendment (error – should be 14th) of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - 

Government Notice R344 in Government Gazette 32044. Commencement date: 1 April 2009 

 

Fifteenth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R699 in 

Government Gazette 33444. Commencement date: 13 August 2010 – Withdrawn by Government Notice 

R781 in Government Gazette 33523 dated 3 September 2010 

 

Fifteenth Amendment of the Regulations in terms of the Marriage Act, 1961 - Government Notice R26 in 

Government Gazette 33941. Commencement date: 1 April 2011 

 

The Minister of Home Affairs has, in terms of section 38 of the Marriage Act, 1961 (Act 25 of 1961), made the 

regulations as set out in the Schedule hereto.  
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SCHEDULE 

 

1.  

(1)  In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act has that 

meaning and, unless the context otherwise indicates 

 

(a)  "controlling body" means the central body or the person administering the affairs of a religious 

denomination or organisation referred to in section 3(1) of the Act;  

 

(b)  "Director-General" means the Director-General of Home Affairs;  

(Definition of “Director-General” substituted by regulation 2(a) of GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 

January 2009) 

 

(c)  "the Act" means the Marriage Act, 1961 (Act 25 of 1961);  

 

(d)  …… 

(Definition of “the marriage laws” repealed by regulation 2(b) of GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 

2009) 

 

(2)  Unless the context otherwise indicates, a reference in these regulations- 

 

(a) to a section by a specific number shall be interpreted as a reference to the section of that number 

in the Act; and  

 

(b)  to a form by a specific number shall be interpreted as a reference to the form of that number in 

the Annexure.  

 

2.  

(1)  An application for the designation of any person as a marriage officer under section 3 shall be directed 

to the Director-General.  

 

(2)  Such an application shall be made in writing by the controlling body of the religious denomination or 

organisation to which the person, with regard to whom application is being made, belongs.  

 

3.  The Director-General may direct that any marriage officer, or any person in respect of whom an 

application is made in terms of regulation 2, be subjected to an oral or written test, or both, for the 
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purpose of ascertaining whether such marriage officer or person has an adequate knowledge of the Act 

and these regulations.  

 

(Regulation 3 substituted by regulation 3 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

4.  The Director-General shall - 

 

(a)  maintain a list of persons designated in terms of section 3 in which is stated in respect of each 

such person his full names, postal address, religious denomination or organisation, date of 

designation and any limitation in his designation referred to in section 3(2); and  

 

(b)  in such list note any change of address or change of the name of the religious denomination or 

organisation of which he has been advised and delete the names and other particulars of any 

person who has for any reason whatever ceased to be a marriage officer.  

 

5. 

(1)  A controlling body shall notify the Director-General immediately of the change of address, the retirement 

or death of any marriage officer who belongs to its religious denomination or organisation and the name 

of any marriage officer who has for any reason whatever ceased to be a minister of religion of, or a 

person holding a responsible position in such religious denomination or organisation. 

 

(2)  Any person designated a marriage officer in terms of section 3, shall immediately notify the controlling 

body of his religious denomination or organisation of any change of address. 

 

5A. Marriage register  

 

 The marriage register referred to in section 29A shall contain substantially the information prescribed 

on form DHA -30.  

 

(Regulation 5A inserted by regulation 2 of GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Regulation 5A substituted by regulation 4 of GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

5B. Issuing of marriage certificates and confirmation of marital status 

 

(1)  The marriage officer who solemnizes a marriage shall, after the register referred to in section 29A(1) 

has been signed, issue to the parties, free of charge, a marriage certificate containing substantially the 

information prescribed on form DHA-27, in respect of the marriage.  

(Regulation 5B(1) substituted by regulation 5(a) in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

(2)  The Director-General may upon application in writing on a form containing substantially the information 

prescribed on form DHA-130, issue - 

(Regulation 5B(2) substituted by regulation 5(b) in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 
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(Regulation 5B(2) substituted by regulation 2 in GN R344, Gazette No.32044 dated 27 March 2009) 

(Regulation 5B(2) substituted by regulation 2 in GN R699, Gazette No.33444 dated 13 August 2010 - 

Withdrawn by GN R781 in Government Gazette 33523 dated 3 September 2010) 

 

(a)  an abridged marriage certificate, containing substantially the information prescribed on form DHA 

-41;  

(Regulation 5B(2)(a) substituted by regulation 5(c) in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

(b)  an unabridged marriage certificate; or 

 

(Regulation 5B(2)(b) substituted by regulation 5(d) in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

(Regulation 5B(2)(b) substituted by regulations 2 in GN R344, Gazette No.32044 dated 27 March 2009) 

(Regulation 5B(2)(b) substituted by regulation 2 in GN R699, Gazette No.33444 dated 13 August 2010 - 

Withdrawn by GN R781 in government Gazette 33523 dated 3 September 2010) 

 

(c) a letter of confirmation of an applicant’s marital status based on the particulars contained in a 

marriage register which is preserved by him or her under the Act or any other law, or of which the 

particulars are included in the population register mentioned in the Identification Act, 1997(Act 

No. 68 of 1997), on receipt of- 

 

(i)  an amount of R20,00 in respect of a re- issue of a handwritten abridged or computerized 

abridged marriage certificate: Provided that no fees shall be payable for the issuing of the 

certificate at the time of the registration of the marriage;   

 

(ii) an amount of R75,00 in respect of an unabridged marriage certificate or a reproduction of 

the relevant register or a reproduction of any supporting documentation which is coupled 

to the register concerned, or the verification of information contained in a marriage register: 

Provided that where the reproduction or verification is required for official purposes by a 

Government institution, it shall be free of charge; or 

 

(iii) an amount of R50,00 in respect of a letter of confirmation of an applicant’s marital status.  

 

(Regulation 5B inserted by regulation 2 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R1577, Gazette No. 15084) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R726, Gazette No. 16418) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R462, Gazette No. 17049) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R249, Gazette No. 20988) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R410, Gazette No.23291) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R477, Gazette No.24680) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R431, Gazette No.26210) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R320, Gazette No.27450) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R476, Gazette No.28857) 
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(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R66, Gazette No.30702) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R344, Gazette No.32044 dated 27 March 2009) 

 

(Regulation 5B(2) substituted by regulation 2 in GN R699, Gazette No.33444 dated 13 August 2010 - 

Withdrawn by GN R781 in government Gazette 33523 dated 3 September 2010) 

(Regulation 5B substituted by regulation 2 in GN R26, Gazette No.33941 dated 19 January 2011) 

 

5C. Supplementation and rectification of particulars in the marriage register  

 

 If it comes to the attention of the Director-General that any particular in respect of any person in any 

marriage register completed or preserved in terms of, the Act or these regulations, are not correctly 

reflected, the Director-General may supplement and rectify such particular.  

 

(Regulation 5C inserted by regulation 2 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

5D. Completion of marriage register  

 

 Where a marriage has allegedly been solemnized in terms of the Act but the marriage register referred 

to in section 29A has for some reason or other not been completed or cannot be found, the Director-

General may, after consideration of such proof and after such inquiry as he may deem necessary, direct 

that the marriage register referred to in regulation 5A with regard to such marriage be completed. 

 

(Regulation 5D inserted by regulation 2 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

6.  

(1)  Any marriage officer shall, in respect of every marriage solemnized by him, forward the documents 

referred to in subregulation (2), where applicable, together with the register and duplicate of the register 

referred to in regulation 5A, to the regional or district representative of the Department of Home Affairs 

for forwarding to the Director-General as contemplated in subregulation (3). 

(Regulation 6(1) substituted by regulation 3 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

(2)  The following documents shall, where applicable, be forwarded to the regional or district representative 

of the Department of Home Affairs together with the register and duplicate of the register referred to in 

subregulation (1):  

 

(a)  Any affidavit referred to in section 12;  

 

(b)  any written consent of the parents, guardian, Minister, Commissioner of Child Welfare or judge of 

the Supreme Court of South Africa, as the case may be;  
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(c)  any certificate or document for the purpose of a marriage obtained in terms of the Administration 

of Estates Act, 1965 (Act 66 of 1965), and any affidavit made by a party to a marriage concerning 

the estate of a deceased spouse of such party;  

 

(d)  …. 

(Regulation 6(2)(d) repealed by regulation 6 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

(e)  the marriage officer's certificate referred to in section 6(5).  

(Regulation 6(2) substituted by regulation 3 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

(3)  The regional or district representative of the Department of Home Affairs, as the case may be, shall 

forward all the documents mentioned in subregulation (2) received by him, together with the relevant 

registers to the Director-General of Home Affairs for safe-keeping.  

 

7.  

(1)  The Director-General of Home Affairs shall -  

 

(a)  keep any written permission referred to in section 26(1) and any direction referred to in section 

26(2); and  

 

(b)  attach any direction referred to in paragraph (a) to the register and a copy thereof to the duplicate 

of the register of the marriage concerned.  

 

(2)  The relevant Director-General shall keep any direction referred to in section 6.  

 

8.  An affidavit referred to in section 12 shall be made on form DHA-31.  

 

(Regulation 8 substituted by regulation 7 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

9.  The consent by a parent or guardian to the marriage of a minor referred to in section 24 shall be 

furnished on form DHA-32.  

 

(Regulation 9 substituted by regulation 8 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

10.  Any marriage officer who receives a written objection to a proposed marriage in terms of section 23 shall 

file such objection and shall keep a record of his inquiry and of his decision with regard to the objection.  

 

11.  

(1)  Any minor who requires the consent of a Commissioner of Welfare referred to in section 25, shall apply 

therefor on form DHA-34.  

 



Page 8 of 21 

 

 
 

Prepared by: 

(2)  On receipt of such application the said Commissioner may, in addition to any inquiry which he may deem 

necessary, obtain and take into consideration a report by the probation officer concerned on either or 

both of the parties to the proposed marriage. 

 

(3)  The said Commissioner shall keep such application and any report received by him and shall keep a 

record of any enquiries, his decision on the matter and his reasons for such decision.  

 

(Regulation 11 substituted by regulation 9 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

12.  The certificate referred to in section 6(5) which is to be printed or written at the foot of the marriage 

register as prescribed by the Director-General in terms of the regulations made under the Act, shall be 

signed by the marriage officer.  

 

(Regulation 12 substituted by regulation 10 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

13.  …. 

 

(Regulation 13(b) and (c) deleted by regulation 4 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Regulation 13 repealed by regulation 11 in GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

13A.  Offences and penalties 

 

 Any person who - 

 

(a)  contravenes any provision of these regulations or fails to comply therewith;  

 

(b)  makes or causes to be made any false statement relating to any of the particulars required by 

these regulations to be furnished; or   

 

(c)  falsely makes or counterfeits or causes to be falsely made or counterfeited any marriage 

certificate mentioned in regulation 5B, any certified copy thereof or any certified extract therefrom,  

 

 shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction liable to a fine, or to imprisonment for a period not 

exceeding three months. 

 

(Regulation 13A inserted by regulation 5 of GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

14.  The regulations published under Government Notice R. 1779 of 8 October 1971, as amended by 

Government Notice R. 11 of 8 January 1982, and Government Notice R. 115 of 28 January 1972, as 

amended by Government Notices R. 71 of 18 January 1974 and R. 849 of 16 April 1981, are hereby 

withdrawn. 
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ANNEXURE 

FORM DHA-27 

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 

 

(Form BI-27 inserted by regulation 6 of GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Form BI-27 substituted with Form DHA-27 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-27.pdf
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(Form BI-30 inserted by regulation 6 of GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Form BI-30 substituted with Form DHA-30 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 
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FORM DHA-31 

 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-31.pdf
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 (Form BI-31E substituted by regulation 2 in GN R488, Gazette No.18817 dated 9 April 1998) 

(Form BI-31E substituted with Form DHA-31 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 
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FORM DHA-32 

 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-32.pdf
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(Form BI-32E substituted with Form DHA-32 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 
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FORM DHA-34 

 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-34.pdf
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(Form BI-34 substituted with Form DHA-34 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

FORM BI-36 

FULL MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
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(Form BI-36 inserted by regulation 6 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 
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FORM DHA-41 

 

 

(Form BI-41 inserted by regulation 6 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

(Form BI-41 substituted with Form DHA-41 by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-41.pdf
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FORM DHA-130 

 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/DHA-130.pdf
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(Form DHA-130 inserted by GN R2, Gazette No.31750 dated 2 January 2009) 

 

FORM BI-168 

DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 22(3) OF THE BLACK ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1927 (ACT 38 OF 

1927) 

 

 

 

FORM BI-169 

CERTIFICATE UNDER SECTION 22(3) OF THE BLACK ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1927 (ACT 38 OF 1927) 

(Form BI-169 deleted by regulation 6 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

FORM BI-170 

MARRIAGE SOLEMNISED IN COMMUNITY OF PROPERTY, DECLARATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 

22(6) OF THE BLACK ADMINISTRATION ACT, 1927 (ACT 38 OF 1927) 

(Form BI-170 deleted by regulation 6 in GN R883, Gazette No.14813 dated 21 May 1993) 

 

 

http://www.lawsofsouthafrica.up.ac.za/tabledocs/25of1961/GNR2207/Annexures/Form%20B-I%20168.pdf

