
  

(7 July 2023 - to date) 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP ACT 88 OF 1995 

 

(Gazette no. 16751, Notice No.1547. Commencement date: 6 October 1995) 

 

REGULATIONS ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP ACT, 1995 

 

Government Notice R1122, Gazette No. 36054 dated 28 December 2012. Commencement date:  

1 January 2013. 

 

as amended by: 

 

Government Notice 3535 in Government Gazette 48777 dated 12 June 2023. Commencement date:  

12 June 2023. Note - This amendment has been withdrawn by GNR 3657 in Government Gazette 48924 

dated 7 July 2023. 

 

Government Notice R3658 in Government Gazette 48924 dated 7 July 2023. Commencement date:  

7 July 2023. 

 

The Minister of Home Affairs has, under section 23 of the South African Citizenship Act, 1995 (Act No. 88 of 

1995), hereinafter referred to as “the Act”, and under section 23(e), in consultation with the Minister of Finance, 

made the regulations in the Schedule. 
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ANNEXURES 

 

1. Definitions 

 

In this Schedule, a word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act shall bear the 

meaning so assigned to it, and unless the context otherwise indicates:  

 

“asylum seeker” means any person who is seeking recognition as refugee in the Republic and has 

been issued with an asylum seeker visa in terms of section 22 of the Refugees Act; 

 

“biometrics” means the measurable physiological or behavioural characteristics, and may include the 

use of photographs, fingerprints (including palm prints), hand measurements, signature verification, 

facial patterns and retina patterns, that may be used to verify the identity of individuals or dependant, in 

relation to an asylum seeker or a refugee or applicant; 

 

“Births and Deaths Registration Act” means the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1992 (Act No. 51 

of 1992), read with the Regulations made thereunder; 

 

“Director-General” means the Director-General of the Department of Home Affairs; 

 

“Hearing” means a hearing contemplated in regulation 3B; 

 

“Parent” in relation to a child, includes the adoptive parent of a child, but excludes- 

 

(a)  the biological father of a child conceived through the rape of or incest with the child's mother; 

 

(b)  any person who is biologically related to a child by reason only of being a gamete donor for 

purposes of artificial fertilization; and 

 

(c)  a parent whose parental responsibilities and rights in respect of a child have been terminated; 

 

“permanent residence” means permanent residence status granted in the Republic, in terms of the 

Immigration Act (read with applicable regulations), to a person who is a citizen of another country; 

 

“refugee” means any person who has been granted refugee status in terms of section 24 of the 

Refugees Act; 

 

“Refugees Act” means the Refugees Act, 1998 (Act No. 130 of 1998); and 

 

“the Act” means the South African Citizenship Act, 1995 (Act No. 88 of 1995). 

(Regulation 1 substituted by regulation 2 of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 
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2. Registration of birth that occurred outside Republic 

  

(1)  If a child of a South African citizen is born outside the Republic, an application for the registration of the 

birth of that child must be submitted to the office of a South African Diplomatic or Consular Mission or 

to any office of the Department in the Republic within 30 days after the birth of such child. 

 

(2)  When a birth is registered in terms of section 13 of the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1992 (Act 

No. 51 of 1992), the Director-General must issue a birth certificate to acknowledge South African 

citizenship. 

 

3. Certificate of naturalisation in terms of section 5 of Act 

(Heading of regulation 3 substituted by 2nd regulation 2(a) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(1)  An application for naturalisation as a South African citizen in terms of section 5(1) of the Act must be in 

a form containing substantially the information indicated in Annexure 1 (DHA-63), and must be 

accompanied by the following supporting documents: 

 

(a)  The applicant's permanent residence permit; 

 

(b)  a police report, not older than six months from the date of issue; 

 

(c)  the applicant's foreign passport; 

 

(d)  if the marital status has changed, the marriage or death certificate;  

(Regulation 3(1)(d) substituted by 2nd regulation 2(b) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(e)  the original identity document, or, in the case a[sic] of a child, an original birth certificate; 

(Regulation 3(1)(e) substituted by 2nd regulation 2(b) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(f)  proof of ability to communicate in any one of the South African official languages; 

(Regulation 3(1)(f) added by 2nd regulation 2(c) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(g)  copy of identity document for permanent residents; 

(Regulation 3(1)(g) added by 2nd regulation 2(c) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(h)  proof of employment and duration thereof; and 

(Regulation 3(1)(h) added by 2nd regulation 2(c) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(i)  proof of fixed property, if any. 

(Regulation 3(1)(i) added by 2nd regulation 2(c) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(2) 
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(a)  The period of ordinary residence referred to in section 5(1)(c) of the Act is five years immediately 

preceding the date of application for naturalisation. 

(Regulation 3(2)(a) substituted by 2nd regulation 2(d) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(b)  Any person who lodges an application for naturalisation must, at the time of his or her application, 

not have been absent from the Republic for a period of more than 90 days in any year during the 

five-year period of ordinary residence immediately preceding the date of application for 

naturalisation. 

 

(c)  Any person who has been absent from the Republic for a period of more than 90 days in any year 

during the five-year period of ordinary residence immediately preceding the date of application for 

naturalisation does not qualify for naturalisation. 

 

(3)  An application for naturalisation as a South African citizen with regard to a minor child in terms of section 

5(4) of the Act, must be made by completing Part E of Annexure 1 (DHA-63), as part of an application 

for a family. 

 

(4)  All members of the family of the applicant included in the application for naturalisation, including the 

applicant, must qualify to be issued with a certificate of naturalisation. 

 

(5)  The applicant must, on approval of his or her application for naturalisation and before being issued with 

a certificate of naturalisation, sign the declaration of allegiance in a form containing substantially the 

information indicated in Annexure 2A (DHA-75). 

(Regulation 3(5) substituted by 2nd regulation 2(e) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(6)  A certificate of naturalisation as a South African citizen in terms of section 5 of the Act must be in a form 

containing substantially the information indicated in Annexure 2 (DHA-64E). 

(Regulation 3(6) substituted by 2nd regulation 2(e) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

(7)  A South African citizen by naturalisation may be deprived of his or her citizenship in terms of section 

8 of the Act. 

(Regulation 3(7) added by 2nd regulation 2(f) of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

3A. Certificate of naturalisation in terms of section 4(3) of Act 

 

(1)  An application for naturalisation as a South African citizen in terms of section 4(3) of the Act must be in 

a form containing substantially the information indicated in Annexure 1A (DHA-63A), and must be 

accompanied by the following supporting documents: 

 

(a)  in the case of an applicant born of asylum seekers or refugees- 
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(i)  the original DHA-19 Form issued to the applicant upon registration of his or her birth in 

terms of the Births and Deaths Registration Act; 

 

(ii)  a copy of proof of birth issued by the health facility in which the applicant was born; 

 

(iii)  in the absence of any proof of birth issued by the health facility, a sworn affidavit deposed 

to by the mother of the applicant indicating the time and place in the Republic where the 

birth took place, supported by sworn affidavits of persons present during the birth of the 

applicant and any other relevant information to enable the officials of the Department of 

Home Affairs to verify the birth of the applicant in the Republic; 

 

(iv)  the original copies of the applicant's parents' asylum seeker visa or refugee status issued 

in terms of the Refugees Act; 

 

(v)  where applicable, the refugee identity documents of the applicant's parents; 

 

(vi)  where applicable, the original refugee travel documents of the applicant's parents; 

 

(vii)  where applicable, the original copies of the death certificates, and citizenship at the time of 

death, of the applicant's parents; 

 

(viii)  the applicant's asylum seeker visa or refugee status issued in terms of the Refugees Act; 

 

(ix)  where applicable, the original of the applicant's travel document; 

 

(x)  where applicable, a school report, or a letter from the principal with any extract of the school 

register, of the primary school in which the applicant was registered for Grade 1; 

 

(xi)  proof of residence in the Republic of the applicant from the date of birth to the date of 

application as contemplated in section 4(3) of the Act; 

 

(xii)  proof of ability to communicate in any one of the South African official languages; and 

 

(xiii)  biometrics of the applicant. 

 

(b)  in the case of an applicant born of foreigners not admitted for permanent residence- 

 

(i)  the original DHA-19 Form issued to the applicant upon registration of his or her birth in 

terms of the Births and Deaths Registration Act; 

 

(ii)  a copy of proof of birth issued by the health facility in which the applicant was born; 
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(iii)  In the absence of any proof of birth issued by the health facility, a sworn affidavit deposed 

to by the mother of the applicant indicating the time and place in the Republic where the 

birth took place, supported by sworn affidavits of applicant indicating the time and place in 

the Republic where the birth took place, supported by sworn affidavits of persons present 

during the birth of the applicant and any other information to enable the officials of the 

Department of Home Affairs to verify the birth of the applicant in the Republic; 

 

(iv)  the original copies of the applicant's parents' temporary residence visas issued in terms of 

section 10(2) of the Immigration Act; 

 

(v)  a valid passport or travel documents of the applicant's parents; 

 

(vi) where applicable, the original copies of the death certificates, and citizenship at the time of 

death, of the applicant's parents; 

 

(vii)  the original copy of the applicant's temporary residence visa issued in terms of section 

10(2) of the Immigration Act; 

 

(viii)  where applicable, the original passport or travel document of the applicant; 

 

(ix)  where applicable, a school report, or a letter from the principal with any extract of the school 

register, of the primary school in which the applicant was registered for Grade 1; 

 

(x)  proof of residence in the Republic of the applicant from the date of birth to the date of 

application as contemplated in section 4(3) of the Act; 

 

(xi)  proof of ability to communicate in any one of the South African languages; and 

 

(xii)  biometrics of the applicant. 

 

(2)  The applications referred to in subregulation (1) shall, subject to the requirements set out in this 

regulation, be made by persons- 

 

(a)  born in the Republic between 6 October 1995 and the date of having attained the age of 18 years; 

Note - Numbering as published in the Gazette. 

 

(c)  have lived in the Republic and have no citizenship, residency or connection, in any manner 

whatsoever, of any other country. 

 

(3)  For the purposes of this regulation, registration of birth in terms of the Births and Deaths Registration 

Act means that the birth of the child was registered within 30 days of the date of birth in terms of section 
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9 of the Births and Deaths Registration Act, read with regulation 7(2)(b) or 8 of the Regulations on the 

Registration of Births and Deaths or late registration of birth, as the case may be. 

 

(4)  The applicant must, on approval of his or her application for naturalisation and before being issued with 

a certificate of naturalisation, sign the declaration of allegiance in a form containing substantially the 

information indicated in Annexure 2A (DHA-75). 

 

(5)  A certificate of naturalisation as a South African citizen in terms of section 4(3) of the Act must be in a 

form containing substantially the information indicated in Annexure 2 (DHA-64E). 

 

(6)  The citizenship acquired in terms of section 4(3) of the Act is not transferrable to, and shall not be used 

to obtain any immigration status in terms of the Immigration Act, by any of the parents, siblings or 

relatives of the person so naturalised. 

 

(7)  A South African citizen by naturalisation may be deprived of his or her citizenship in terms of section 8 

of the Act. 

(Regulation 3A inserted by regulation 3 of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

3B. Hearing 

 

The Minister or his or her delegated official may, in appropriate circumstances, require the applicant to 

appear for a hearing- 

 

(a)  which the procedure thereof shall be determined by the Minister; and 

 

(b)  in which the applicant shall not have a right to legal representation. 

(Regulation 3B inserted by regulation 3 of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

3C. Register 

 

The details of all persons who have been naturalised in terms of sections 4(3) and 5 of the Act must be 

included in a register to be kept and maintained by the Director-General. 

(Regulation 3C inserted by regulation 3 of GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 

 

4. Proof of renunciation of citizenship of country of origin 

 

(1)  The proof of renunciation of citizenship of the country of origin in terms of section 5(1)(h) of the Act, 

must be in the form of an official letter by that country, confirming that the applicant renounced his or 

her citizenship of that country, and indicating the date when the applicant ceased to be a citizen of such 

country. 
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(2)  The proof of renunciation, referred to in subregulation (1), must be submitted within a period of six 

months from the date of receipt of a letter of conditional approval of South African citizenship. 

 

5. Citizenship by marriage 

 

(1)  The period of ordinary residence referred to in section 5(5)(b) of the Act is 10 years immediately 

preceding the date of application for naturalisation. 

 

(2)  A spouse or surviving spouse referred to in section 5(5) of the Act must, at the time of his or her 

application for naturalisation, not have been absent from the Republic for a period of more than 90 days 

in any year during the five-year period of ordinary residence immediately preceding the date of 

application for naturalisation. 

 

(3)  A spouse or surviving spouse who has been absent from the Republic for a period of more than 90 days 

in any year during the five-year period of ordinary residence immediately preceding the date of 

application for naturalisation does not qualify for naturalisation. 

 

6. Loss of South African citizenship 

 

An application for retention of South African citizenship, contemplated in section 6(2) of the Act, must 

be in a form containing substantially the information in Annexure 3 (DHA-1664). 

 

7. Declaration of renunciation of South African citizenship 

 

(1)  A declaration of renunciation of South African citizenship in terms of section 7(1) of the Act, must be in 

a form containing substantially the information in Annexure 4 (DHA-246). 

 

(2)  The form referred to in subregulation (1) must be completed and subsequently forwarded, in duplicate, 

to the Director-General. 

 

(3)  On receipt of the form referred to in subregulation (1), the Director-General must confirm that it has been 

duly registered, and provide the person who made the declaration with a copy and file the other copy 

on that person's records. 

 

8. Application for resumption of South African citizenship 

 

(1) An application for resumption of South African citizenship in terms of section 13(2) of the Act, must be 

in a form containing substantially the information in Annexure 5 (DHA-175). 

 

(2)  The form referred to in subregulation (1) must be completed and forwarded to the Director-General, 

together with proof of permanent residence in the Republic for a period of not less than one year. 
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(3)  On receipt of the form referred to in subregulation (1), the Director-General must confirm by way of a 

certificate, in a form containing substantially the information in Annexure 6 (DHA-237), that an 

application for resumption of South African citizenship has been approved. 

 

9. Certificates with regard to South African citizenship 

 

(1)  A certificate of confirmation of South African citizenship issued in terms of section 16(2) of the Act, must 

be in a form containing substantially the information in Annexure 7 (DHA-66E). 

 

(2)  A certificate of South African citizenship issued in terms of section 15 of the Act, must be in a form 

containing substantially the information in Annexure 7 (DHA-66E). 

 

10. Application for exemption from the loss of South African citizenship 

 

An application referred to in section 26(4) of the Act, must be in a form containing substantially the 

information in Annexure 8 (DHA-1666). 

 

11. Fees 

 

The following fees are payable in the respective cases: 

 

(a)  issuing of a certificate of naturalisation as a South African citizen in terms of section 5 of the 

Act....................................................................................................................R300-00; 

 

(b)  issuing of a duplicate citizenship certificate..............................................................R90-00; 

 

(c)  issuing of a certificate or written confirmation in respect of the status of South African citizenship 

in terms of section 16 of the Act............................................................ R90-00; 

 

(d)  application for the retention of South African citizenship in terms of section 6(2) of the 

Act......................................................................................................................... R300-00; 

 

(e)  application for the resumption of South African citizenship, in terms of section 13 of the 

Act...................................................................................................................R300-00; and 

 

(f)  application for exemption from the loss of South African citizenship in terms of section 26(4) of 

the Act.......................................................................................................R300-00. 

 

12. Repeal of regulations and savings 

 

(1)  The regulations made in terms of the Act, published under Government Notice No. R.1794 of 17 

November 1995, are hereby repealed. 
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(2)  Anything done under a provision of the regulations repealed by subregulation (1) and which could have 

been done under a provision of these regulations, is regarded as having been done under the latter 

provision. 

 

13. Short title 

 

These regulations are called the Regulations on the South African Citizenship Act, 1995, and come into 

operation on 1 January 2013. 

 

ANNEXURES  

Annexure 1:  Application for certificate of naturalisation (DHA-63) 

Annexure 1A:  Application for certificate of naturalisation (DHA-63A) 

Annexure 2:  Certificate of naturalisation (DHA-64E) 

Annexure 2A:  Declaration of allegiance (DHA-75) 

Annexure 3:  Application for retention of South African citizenship (DHA-1664) 

Annexure 4:  Renunciation of South African citizenship (DHA-246) 

Annexure 5:  Application for resumption of South African citizenship (DHA-175) 

Annexure 6:  Certificate of resumption of South African citizenship (DHA-237) 

Annexure 7:  Certificate of South African citizenship (DHA-66E) 

Annexure 8:  Application for exemption in regard to loss of South African citizenship (DHA-1666) 
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ANNEXURE 1 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF NATURALISATION (DHA-63) 
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ANNEXURE 1A: 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF NATURALISATION (DHA-63A) 
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(Annexure 1A inserted by GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 
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ANNEXURE 2 

CERTIFICATE OF NATURALISATION (DHA-64E) 

 

 

(Annexure 2 substituted by GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 
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ANNEXURE 2A:  

DECLARATION OF ALLEGIANCE (DHA-75) 

 

 

(Annexure 2A inserted by GNR 3658 dated 7 July 2023) 
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ANNEXURE 3 

APPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-1664) 
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ANNEXURE 4 

RENUNCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-246) 
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ANNEXURE 5 

APPLICATION FOR RESUMPTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-175) 
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ANNEXURE 6 

CERTIFICATE OF RESUMPTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-237) 
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ANNEXURE 7 

CERTIFICATE OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-66E) 
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ANNEXURE 8 

APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION IN REGARD TO LOSS OF SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP (DHA-

1666) 
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